
 

 

  

 Hello, fellow OMEP-USA member… 

 

 Did we fall down the rabbit hole? During these turbulent times I feel like 

I am living in the fanciful world of Lewis Carroll’s Alice in a “Wonderland” 

that is not so wonderful. Current reality is like a gothic fairytale, as Alice said, I 

almost wish I hadn't gone down that rabbit-hole--and yet--and yet--it's rather cu-

rious, you know, this sort of life! I do wonder what can have happened to me! 

When I used to read fairy-tales, I fancied that kind of thing never happened, and 

now here I am in the middle of one! (Alice in Wonderland, chapter IV).   

 

 It has been a little over a decade since the world experienced its last pan-

demic, the 2009 H1N1 swine flu. According to the Centers for Disease Protec-

tion and Control, between the spring of 2009 and the spring of 2010, the virus 

infected as many as 1.4 billion people across the globe.  The 2009 flu pandemic 

was the second H1N1 world-wide pandemic.  The 1918 Spanish flu was the 

deadliest pandemic in history killing 1-3% of the world population. Now, the 

world is in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, caused by a novel corona-

virus called SARS-CoV-2.  

 

 It is evident that the COVID-19 pandemic is a health crisis with dire eco-

nomic repercussions and, most importantly for our interests, a crisis for children 

and their education. UNESCO reports that in response to the pandemic schools 

have closed in 160 countries, affecting more than 1.5 billion students.  
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In the U.S.A. we are facing school closures which impact at least 124,000 public and private 

schools and a minimum of 55.1 million students. Most schools are not re-opening any time soon 

and it is unknown if they will be open for the 2020-2021 school year. Perhaps you are a universi-

ty professor like me. If so, all of my on-ground courses including practicums have been reas-

signed to virtual formats. Teaching in this manner does become, “Curiouser and curious-

er” (Alice in Wonderland, chapter II). As seen below in the words of Jaelyn, one of my undergrad-

uate students: 

 

 “After Spring Break, COVID-19 took over the world in a matter of days. It is so scary to 

think that a virus can travel this quickly all over. I was born in 1994 and since I was born I have 

lived through a terrorist attack on the Twin Towers, SARS, the Iraq War, the rise of the internet, 

the first cellphone, stock markets crashing, the list goes on, but now I can add pandemic. Which 

is crazy to me to think about. I am only 25 years old, but I am living through yet another part of 

history. I’m not scared for myself, but I am scared for my elderly family members, professors, 

and future as a student. I try to relate this to, if I was teaching through this, how would I try to 

help my students. The truth is you have to. We as teachers are responsible for every student we 

have. We are responsible for being their parent while they aren’t home, their friend when they’re 

upset, their confidant when they need to talk to someone, their protectors from other adults, their 

constants, their smiling face every day, and above all of that, we are responsible for their educa-

tion. I know teachers did not sign up for this, but that is why everyone says, you have to really 

love what you do in order to teach.”  Her words make me proud to be her professor and  

assured that the lives of classroom children will be in such capable hands.  

 

 Heraclitus the Greek philosopher said, “Change is the only constant in life.” The world cer-

tainly has rapidly changed during the pandemic. Visible changes include parents educating their 

children at home and teachers virtually instructing their students outside of the classroom.  

 As a nation we grieve the loss of normalcy, of economic loss and the tactile connection to others. 

To answer the question which began this message, yes, collectively we have gone “down the rabbit 

hole”. As early childhood educators and lovers of young children the formidable work now begins. 

It is timely to develop a revised vision of how best to educate and advocate for children.  As your 

professional work changes, we at OMEP-USA are here to serve and support you!   

Be healthy, be safe, and take care of those whom you love and love you! 

 

 

Judith Mac 
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Welcome to the Executive Board! 

 

Acting Secretary for OMEP-USA  

Dr. Pamela Cook 

(Note: Dr. Mary Duncan has resigned the  

position due to a personal matter.) 
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A Present from the Past: The OMEP-USA  

Archival Project 

Dr. Pamela Malone  

 

 Have you ever had that feeling? You know, the feeling that you’ve encountered a rare gift. A pre-

sent from the past.   It has been a great pleasure to be a time-traveler. The OMEP-USA archives reveal 

passion, persistence, and unwavering commitment to the welfare of young children around the world. At 

times, these documents and images have given a this-close-to-the-action feeling. In fact, some of them 

literally incite goose bumps! OMEP-USA is, by design, a reflective and proactive organization. The deci-

sion to digitally safe-guard the archives will help ensure that the seminal work survives, and the early 

voices live on to encourage generations beyond our own. As you continue the work of OMEP-USA, re-

member that your work matters. It matters to the young children you are working for. It matters to the 

future OMEP-USA members you will pass the torch to. Someday, the work you are doing in 2020 will 

help others see more clearly. A present from the past.  

 



 

 

OMEP Members and Friends 

   Let’s  Help the US  Join the Rest of the World  

in Accepting the  

                     UN Convention on the Rights of the Child  

          Vote in Nov. for Senators who Will Support the 

UNCRC 

 

 

 

 For 10 years nations led by the U.S. worked together to articulate the basic needs of all children 

for healthy growth and development. In 1995, the UN passed the CRC (Convention on the Rights of 

the Child).  Global rights for children include; Suvirval, Protection, Development, Provision, and Par-

ticipation in society.   Each nation made slight modifications before ratifying the CRC. Initially each 

nation chose on what to work and each has improved some condition(s) for their children.  As needs 

change, so does the work. Currently many nations are focusing on eliminating some form of violence 

against their children. US is the only nation that has not ratified the CRC. Although we have many US 

laws protecting our children, we are not a part of the CRC and cannot participate with other nations to 

improve conditions for children. 

 In 2019 an impressive US. campaign gathered signatures from individuals, industries, religious 

and other organizations, schools, etc. asking the US to ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of the 

Child.  President Obama sent this document to the Senate for approval. Unfortunately there were not 

the 67 required votes for its passage. It remains in the Senate until there are enough votes for its passage. 

After Senate approval, the President needs to sign it into law.  This 2020 election we need to choose 

Senators Supportive of the UN CRC (Convention on the Rights of the Child). Please contact your sena-

tors and/or senatorial candidates. Feel free to use any part of this message.  

Thank you for your support. 

 

Dodie Sailor, USNC Resolution-Advocacy Chair  
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OMEP-USA members at the  BISE   

Conference 2020 

 

Members of OMEP-USA delivered the Keynote Panel Presentation Address at the Belizean Symposium 
on Education, Belize City, Belize, Central America, titled, “OMEP-USA: 2020 and Beyond”, January 

2020.    

Left to right are, Mary Duncan, Secretary, Larry Kotch, Donna Choi, Newsletter Editor, and Judith 

Lynne McConnell-Farmer, President.  
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OMEP-USA members at the  BISE   

Conference 2020 

Members of the Washburn University OMEP (WU-OMEP, Topeka, Kansas) student group volunteer 
teaching in Caye Caulker, Belize, Central America. January 2020 
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Upcoming Events  

 

Election for OMEP-USA President & 

 Vice President : 

 September  2020 

 

OMEP-USA Board Meeting : 

November 14, 2020  

Dear colleagues !! 

 

In the new YouTube channel we have uploaded my participation in the UNESCO Webinar on July 

15.  
 

 

In the new YouTube channel we have uploaded my participation in the UNESCO Webinar on July 

15.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOev7OOT64s 

 
Please subscribe to the channel and share the video. 

 
Cordially,  

 
Mercedes  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOev7OOT64s
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72th  OMEP   

World Assembly   

&  

International Conference 2021 
 

Athens, Greece   

 

July 12-16,  2021 

OMEP Website & Facebook  

 

The OMEP-USA website  has a new look and is available for you to obtain information. Even though 

the website is evolving, you will find important links, history and events of interest to the student of 
professional with international interests. Many thanks to Ebony Cray Jones for her   assistance! 

The website address is: https://omep.us/ 

Join OMEP- USA on Facebook : OMEP-USA 

Twitter : OMEP-USA 

 

Join OMEP-USA  

Membership Renewal  
Contact Dr. Jessica Essary   

Email: jnessary@cazenovia.edu 


