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A heartfelt thank you to each of 
you who make what we do on 
behalf of the children possible 
through your membership, gener-
ous gifts and donations.  

OMEP-USNC/OMEP-USA is a regis-
tered not-for-profit 501(c)3 organi-
zation. Your donation is tax exempt 
to the extent allowable by law.  

President’s Corner     Ebony C. Cray 

Dear Members,  

Welcome to Spring! I want to take this time to thank you again for your vote and trust in me as I 

serve as President of OMEP-USA. Together with the Executive Committee, our Governing Board, 

Committee members, and you, we will continue forging ahead as we move the organization in the 

direction that is in line with World OMEP, our bylaws and vision.  

COVID –19 and Education 

Over the past 14 months the world as we new it has forever changed. Coronavirus/COVID-19 has 

impacted us all. I have lost friends, family and colleagues as I am sure many of you have, even some 

of you contracting the life altering illness yourselves. It is my hope and prayer that as we begin to 

identify our new normal, we begin to intentionally engage in and practice self-care in an effort to 

support our needs as a global community. As many of you know, I am a Director of  a Head Start 

program as well as a Board Certified counselor. My school has been closed for the past 14 months 

from face to face instruction. Our children and families have had a crash course in ZOOM/Google 

meets classrooms engaging in  distance and virtual learning. In addition, the clients I counsel had to 

adjust to a similar setting.   

When I think of how large of in impact this has had on the children, families and people I serve, I can 

only imagine the impact on you and your families. We have seen the impact across this nation and 

around the world. Many parents and guardians have had to step in as full time  educators for their 

children often without the tools ,resources and knowledge that many of us have in our respective 

schools and programs. OMEP-USA has a unique opportunity to provide information, resources and 

guidance by working cooperatively and collaboratively with our members, Regional  representatives 

and Committees, our state and local representatives as well as within our communities to influence 

important policy provisions for our children, their families and the programs that serve them. You 

can help by joining a committee or if you are not a member, by joining OMEP-USA.  

Resources and Support  Where do we go from here? 

The impact of COVID-19 on our children will continue to be studied and researched for generations. 

We know that the early years are critical to a child’s overall growth and development. Early Learning 

programs across this nation and around the world had to modify their services as a result of the 

pandemic. Parents were no longer allowed to enter into their child's school. While other programs 

had to close permanently due to a reduction or loss of the work force.  In addition, negative issues 

that impact our children and families increased due to the decrease in availability of resources and 

support.  So where how do we find shelter in the midst of the storm? 

One can never have too many resources. Even if you don’t think you will need them for yourselves, 

collecting resources to share with others in the event of an emergency is essential to navigating any 

crises. This includes knowing what to do in the event that your normal service provider, is unavaila-

ble. Many places are closed, phones calls go unanswered, emails go unreturned and services are 

delayed by months. So, how do we support ourselves or others in need? How do we ensure that 

everyone involved receives the adequate support and resources they need?  

It’s time to rethink, restructure and reorganize our support systems and resources.  This is where 

you and I come in. As we begin and continue our work together, please invite your friends and col-

leagues to join OMEP-USA. Help us lead and expand  the discussion on children’s rights especially 

reaching out to our legislators urging them to support ratification of the Convention on the Rights of 

the Child which will help influence change and discussion on many of the aforementioned issues.  

Help us further the discussion by taking action to support our children, families and the early child-

hood care and education profession. I look forward to hearing from and working with you all.  
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“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.” -Elizabeth Andrew 

PREMIERE OF NEW OMEP EVENT: 
Conversations with International Leaders in Early Childhood 
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OMEP-USA launched its new series, Expanding Our Horizons: Conversations with International Leaders in Early 

Childhood, on April 24 with a presentation entitled Building Peace through Early Childhood Education by Dr. Rima 

Salah, chair of the Early Childhood Peace Consortium (ECPC) and former Deputy Executive Director of UNICEF.  She 

told  how growing up as a Palestinian refugee in Jordan led to her life’s work as an advocate for the world’s chil-

dren, especially refugees and those living in conflict situations. She shared a harrowing but uplifting story about her 

meetings with armed rebels that resulted in the freeing of hundreds of child soldiers. 

 

   Noting that World OMEP is a partner in ECPC, Dr. Salah invited OMEP-USA to become more 

   involved in the ECPC’s efforts to build peace from the cradle up, OMEP’s original and con-

   tinuing mission.  She urged OMEP-USA to join other organizations, including UNICEF-USA, 

   to promote ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in the USA, 

   which remains the only the only UN member state (country) that has not ratified this land

   mark human rights treaty. 

  

   In addition to her position as Deputy Executive Director of UNICEF from 2004-2007 and 

2011-2012, during her illustrious career, Dr. Salah was responsible for UNICEF’s work in 23 African nations and also 

served as a high-ranking UN representative in many other parts of the world.  She is currently associated with  Yale 

University’s Child Study Center. 

  

As a follow-up to her presentation, the Activities Committee will host a virtual brainstorming workshop to develop 

plans for promoting CRC ratification by the US Senate. The workshop date and time will be announced on the 

OMEP-USA website. 
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I am very happy for the opportunity to communicate with you today. I want to thank Ebony for the invitation.  I 

hope that it will be the beginning of a new collaboration. 

My name is Christiane and I have been a member of OMEP-Canada for almost 20 years. A kindergarten teacher, 

university professor both at the pre-service and graduate levels, I am now in charge of the preschool education 

at the Quebec Ministry of Education as a curriculum designer. I am the mother of 4 children and proud grand-

mother of 9 grandchildren. 

As for the national committee, I have served as interim president for 2 terms and I have been the president of 

OMEP-Canada for 2 terms. At the same time, I am the vice-president of North America and the Caribbean. Alt-

hough the pandemic has put the whole world on pause, the 3 national committees are being restructured both 

in their form and in the composition of their boards of directors. 

For Canada, this implies new advisors, especially in the treasury. The appropriation of the various files as well as 

the implementation of a major archiving project of our documents of the last 20 years.  Although we are a large 

country, we can count only 61 individual members. Our challenge is recruitment. 

Our main project is a research article written by some of our members on the professional identity of the pre-

school teacher. This article will be published in French and possibly translated. In addition, a webinar or 

roundtable activity will be offered at our next general meeting. We could also join the preschool association of 

Québec with whom we have a partnership in the organisation of a virtual conference.   

As for OMEP-Haiti, if you are following the news, the pandemic invited itself in a country where the political, 

social and economic context was already chaotic. In addition, it is difficult to communicate with the president 

and her members because of internet connection problems.  Despite everything, I try to keep in touch through 

social media. 

I am convinced that this setback will allow us to take steps forward and come back stronger, with mobilized and 

energized members ready to propose innovative projects around the rights and needs of children. 

Hoping to meet you virtually very soon. 

Christiane Bourdages Simpson 

President OMEP-Canada 

Vice President North America and the Caribbean 
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OMEP CANADA  



 

OMEP USA NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE  

This fall we will have 6 positions to elect:  

Secretary, Treasurer, and Regional reps for 

Region 1, Region 2, Region 5 and 

Region 7.  We need members to run and fill 

these positions.   

The OMEP-USA secretary is responsible for 

attending all meetings and taking notes which 

must be presented to the president and then 

distributed to the membership.  

The treasurer’s  position is of great responsi-

bility, the treasurer is responsible for col-

lecting/recording  dues and providing infor-

mation to the membership chair person.  

A full description of the duties is available in 

our bylaws.  

 A Regional representative is a position for 

someone who is a leader and can take the 

reigns and run. What is done in your Region 

can take on any form that supports OMEP’s 

mission. 

 

When I was asked to run for Region 3 repre-

sentative,  I knew I wanted to provide visibility 

of this great international organization in my 

local area. In the Washington DC area there 

are lots of national organizations focusing on 

the needs of young children. Even though 

OMEP has been around a long time, many of 

those organizations’ members were not famil-

iar with us. The first thing that I did was con-

tacted our local members, sent them an email 

of introduction and had a conference call to 

talk about what members wanted to see in in 

the area. They agreed with me that holding 

some sort of regular seminar on a topic that 

was of interest would be a good way to begin.  

We decided to meet on a regular basis, in-

clude a topic of interest, provide refresh-

ments and also allow for attendees to join 

OMEP. I served as a regional rep for six years 

and it proved to be very fruitful. Some of the 

seminars we provided included presentations 

from our local ECE giants like Barbara Kamara 

and Sue Bredekamp.  

We also heard from leaders of the Children’s 

Defense Fund, The Office of Head Start, Zero 

to Three: National Center for Infants, Tod-

dlers, and Families and many others.  

So I would like to encourage OMEP members 

to please consider being a regional rep. It is a 

job that you will certainly long remember and 

a great way to influence the Early Childhood 

Field. 

 

Jean Simpson, PhD 

Chair, Nominations and Elections Committee 

Past President OMEP-USA  
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If you are interested in 

running for an open  

position, please submit 

your interest to our  

Nominations Committee  

 

Email: 

drjean15@yahoo.com 

  New OMEP-USA Series (via Zoom) 
                                                                                                                         

EXPANDING OUR HORIZONS: 
CONVERSATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL LEADERS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD 

  
CHILDREN IN MIGRATION: CHALLENGES – RESILIENCE – ADVOCACY 

  
Maria Pia Belloni 

World OMEP Main Representative at the United Nations 
Chair,  NGO Committee on Migration (2016-2020) 

Co-Chair, Sub Committee on Migrant and Refugee Children (2016-) 
Member of the Executive Committee -NGO Committee on Migration (2020-) 

  
Tuesday, June 8, 2021 (via zoom) 

7:30 – 8:30 pm EDT;    6:30 - 7:30 pm CDT;    5:30 – 6:30 pm MDT;    4:30 – 5:30 pm PDT 
20 person limit. Pre-registration required. See below. 

 

Participation limited to 20 OMEP-USA members and their guests. 

There is no charge for participation. Pre-registration is required. 

For further information and to register, email Judith Wagner, 
OMEP-USA Activities Chair, at jwagner@whittier.edu 

mailto:jwagner@whittier.edu


The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others- Mahatma Gandhi 
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 NEW EVENTS FOR OMEP-USA MEMBERS  

With leadership from the Activities Committee, OMEP-USA is launching four new series of on-line 

events for members: 

Expanding our Horizons:  Conversations with International Early Childhood Leaders: 

These informal, small-group sessions will feature brief presentations or interviews on global issues 

with internationally-known early scholars, practitioners, advocates, and policy makers. There will 

be time for questions and discussion.  Participation will be limited to 20 members and guests. (See 

report on the April 24 launch of this series elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

Café Chats:  These occasional, informal, small-group conversations will focus on im-

portant and timely topics.  Participation will be limited to 15 members and their guests.  Topics 

suggested so far include (1) Early Childhood in the time of Covid:  Promoting positive attitudes 

about  mask wearing, social distancing, and handwashing as preschools and schools return to in-

person learning; (2) Addressing gender and racial stereotypes in early childhood settings, (3) But, 

Teacher, she is a girl: Addressing young children’s questions about transgender and non-binary 

people in preschool and primary settings, (4) Early educator self care and (5) Changing the outlook 

for America’s Black children.  This series will launch by fall 2021 if not before. 

Virtual Workshops:  These on-line workshops will provide members with information on 

participating in World OMEP and OMEP-USA projects and activities.  Among the topics members 

have suggested so far are (1) how to use OMEP Environmental Rating Scale, (2) participating in 

World OMEP’s annual Education for Sustainable Development Award project, and (3) brainstorm-

ing on a strategic plan to get the Convention on the Rights of the Child ratified in the United 

States. 

Conversations with the Authors: OMEP members and their colleagues will lead book 
and article talks. 

All of these events will be held via zoom and will last from 45 – 60 minutes.  All will re-

quire pre-registration and will be free of charge to members and their guests.   The days and times 

will vary to accommodate members’ busy schedules.  Events will be announced via email, on the 

OMEP-USA website, on our Face Book page and via other social media.  We hope that members 

will invite colleagues to participate as guests and will then encourage them to join OMEP-USA. 

To volunteer to present, host, or facilitate a session and to suggest topics, please email 

Judith Wagner, Chair of the Activities Committee at jwagner@whittier.edu. Other members of the 

committee are Ellie Emerich, Judi Estes, Patsy Slater, and Loren Weybright. 

mailto:jwagner@whittier.edu


Executive Committee 

President- Ebony Cray  

Vice President- Judi Estes  

Secretary- Lena Lee 

Treasurer- Donna Choi 

Immediate Past President– Judith McConnell Farmer 

Presidential Advisor- Judith Wagner*  

Membership Chair– Ellie Emerich Hart* 

 Regional Representatives 

Region 3 Blythe Hinitz. 

Region 4 Patsy Slaton 

Region 6 Susan Miller 

Region 8 Fran Chasen 

Regional Vacancies  1, 2, 5 and 7 

  

*Non-Voting Members during EXCO Meetings 

OMEP-USA Board of Directors OMEP-USA 

OMEP-USA is one of more than 70 

national committees or chapters of 

World OMEP. OMEP-USA members 

are diverse and represent early child-

hood and K-20 educators and admin-

istrators, health and social service 

workers, policy makers, lawyers, 

journalist, parents, activists and 

many other early childhood advo-

cates. 

OMEP-USA works locally, nationally 

and internationally to promote the 

health, development, rights and 

education of the world’s children and 

families. We advocate for high quality 

early education for all children every-

where by educating ourselves and 

others about important issues relat-

ed to children, families and early 

education. This enables us to speak 

up for children whenever and wher-

ever the opportunity arises. 

OMEP-USA 

OMEP US National Committee 

PO Box  1105 

Liberty, MO 64069 
 

Questions/Comments 

Contact Us: 

 

OMEPUSA1@gmail.com  

omepusapresident@gmail.com 
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